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Legal status and organization

► It is an association under German private law 

► Is the largest independent and self-governing research 

funding organization in Germany. 

Introducing the DFG

DFG funding is based upon an academically 

driven decision-making process

►DFG acts in the response mode

►No priorities

►everything in competition and in peer review



Introducing the DFG

DFG Funding Programmes for international cooperation

Initiation of 

International 

Cooperation

Initiation

Coordinated

projects

International Science 

Events

Scientific Networks

Collaborative 

Research Centres

DFG Research Centres

International Research 

Training Groups

Package ProposalsIntensification

Individual Projects

Research Grants

Joint Calls Research Units

→ DFG funding can be availed in all 

phases of international 

collaboration



DFG Funding Opportunities for international collaboration

Initiation, networking and 1:1 collaboration

Initiation Grants Research Project
Scientific 

Networks

• First step, mobility

funds

• Guest visits and stays

abroad

• Funding for 1 year

• 10-20 PIs 

• To promote multi-year 

scientific exchange and 

cooperation

• Funding for up to 3 years

• International PI´s can be 

included

• One specific basic

research project

• Funding for up to 3 

years

• International 

collaborators shall bring 

in own funds (Calls with 

Indian Funders currently 

planned)



DFG Funding Opportunities for international collaboration

Initiation, networking and 1:1 collaboration

►Initiation grant examples for international collaboration



►Research grant examples for international collaboration

DFG Funding Opportunities for international collaboration

Initiation, networking and 1:1 collaboration



DFG Funding Opportunities for international collaboration

Options for institutional collaboration

Research units Collaborative 

Research Centers
International Research 

Training Groups

• 6-9 medium-term 

projects with a common 

thematic approach

• Funding for up to 6 years

• International 

collaborators usually

bring in own funds

• focused research 

programme and a 

structured training 

strategy

• Funding for up to 9 years

• International co-PIs have 

to bring in own funds 

(through own institution

or funding agency)

• long-term university-

based research 

institutions, 

multidisciplinary research 

programme

• Funding for up to 12 

years



DFG’s Funding Programmes for International Cooperation

from initiation to larger-scale coordinated programmes

Initiation of 

International Cooperation

International Research 

Training Groups 

Participation in national RTGs

Joint Trans-Regional 

Collaborative Research Centres 

Participation in national CRCs

Tea plantation near Munnar, Kerala, India

Public Domain
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How to identify collaboration partners in Germany or German hosts

GERiT: German Research Institutions | 

DFG

DFG - GEPRIS

https://www.gerit.org/de
https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/OCTOPUS


Get in contact with us:


